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FROM THE DIRECTOR

While the ATLAS Center has been busy sponsoring research projects and
conducting the Traffic Safety Conference, we are also very proud of our efforts to
provide students with opportunities to learn about transportation safety. Our
Summer Internship is well underway with six students from four universities
spending the summer at Texas A&M University participating in a variety of
research projects. We had numerous students presenting posters at the Traffic
Safety Conference in Corpus Christi, and we congratulate Mr. Nathan Schulz for
having his poster judged as the top poster at the conference. This issue of ATLAS
Express discusses these and our many other activities.

Technologies continue to be developed to improve transportation, and the ATLAS Center faculty and
staff recognize that these technologies need to be thoroughly researched. Technologies need to be
well-designed and tested under conditions of actual use. This issue of the ATLAS Express highlights
several projects related to the development and testing of technology to improve traffic safety and
mobility. Dr. Lisa J. Molnar and | are editing a special issue on advanced technologies for older
drivers for the journalAccident Analysis & Preventibmvite you to learn more about these activities

by also looking at our website: ATLASCenter.org.

If you have questions or feedback about the ATLAS Center, or you wish to contribute financially to
our activities, please contact me at: ATLASCenter@umich.edu.

My Best Regards,

7

David W. Eby, PhD
Director, ATLAS Center The purpose of the
ATLAS Express is to inform
faculty, students, sponsors, and
other transportation stakehold-
ers about the ongoing activities
of the Center
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Meet the ATLAS Center Team

Jessica Franklin - _ .
Jessica is a native of Louisiana, but spent most

Jessica has worked for the of her young life in various countries around the
Texas A&M Transporta- world, finally settling in Texas in 1980. She has
tion Institute (TTI) for over two daughters and in her spare time, enjoys

25 years. During this time  spending time with family, kayaking, listening
she has held numerous staff to music and cooking.
positions, most recently be-

ing promoted to Adminis- Laura Higgins

trative Coordinator. In this

capacity, she assists the Laura Higgins is an Associ-
Associate Director in man-  ate Research Scientist in the
aging the daily operations of the Freight Shuttle Texas A&M Transportation

program by directing and supervising alladmin- | nst i t ut eds C Tr

istrative and fiscal matters. She is instrumental portation Safety, and helps

in preparing budgets, proposals, and payroll. coordinate the activities of

She maintains monthly financial records and the students participating in

serves as the liaison between office staff and the ATLAS Center Summer

Administrative and Fiscal Services areas of TTl. Research Internship ProgramHer research has
focused on a variety of topics in driver percep-

From 1993 to 2013, she served as the program tion and comprehension of information, includ-

chair for the biennial National Highway-Rail ing a study for the Texas Department of Trans-

Grade Crossing Safety Training Conference. portation (TxDOT) on driv

She established and worked with a committee of of and compliance with roadway flood warning
industry professionals to develop the program, signs; a study for the Wisconsin Department of

as well as coordinated and hosted the event. In Transportation examining the decision and

2008, she began assisting in coordination and  route selection processes of drivers faced with
hosting the annual Traffic Safety Conference,  lane closures, and a current project sponsored by
held by TTIG6s Cent er ftherNatibralkCoopgrative Highivay Reseaftla f et y
and cosponsored by the ATLAS Center for the Program (NCHRP), developing guidelines for

last two years. For both events, her responsibili- emergency exit signs and markings for highway

ties include overseeing the selection and con-  tunnels.

tracting with a host hotel, maintaining and ex-

panding a database of potential attendees, coor- Laura has experience in developing and con-
dinating development of website information ducting surveys, focus groups, and interviews of

and registration material, contacting potential  drivers and transit riders, as well as conducting
speakers and session moderators, working with closedcourse and orroad driving studies.

speakers to obtain copies of their information

and presentations that will be used during the  Her non-work time is spent singing in her

events, as well as working with conference hotelc hur chds sanctuary choir

for room setups, conference receptions and nephew, sewing, reading (particularly sefi and
meal functions, and moderating sessions during fantasy), and attending every comibook-based
the conference if needed. movie that hits theaters.
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Announcementi Call for Papers

Journal of Accident Analysis & Prevention (AAP) Special Issue

Center Director David W. Eby and Associate Director Lisa J. Molnar are serving as guest editors

for an AAP speci al i ssue titled ol mplications
ers.o6 This is a call for papers for that i ssue
drivers (drivers age 65 and older) and the following types of technologies: connected vehicle

(vehicle to vehicle and vehicle to infrastructure) technologies; automated/autonomous vehicle
technologies; and active safety technologies. The scope of this issue is to: find out how older driv-

ers use advanced vehicle technologies; assess the benefits of these technologies in terms of safety,
mobility, comfort and other outcomes; and tao f
nologies with regard to expectations, trust, acceptance, and performance. Papers are to be submit

ted byNovember 1, 2015 For more information visit: http://www.journals.elsevier.com/

accident-analysis-and-prevention/call -for-papers/implications -of-advancedvehicle-
technologies-for-older/

Research News 2016 Request for Proposals

The 2016 ATLAS Center at UMTRI Research Excel-
lence Program Request for Proposals for projects relat-
R |editq Integrated Solutions for Transportation Safety
was issued to University of Michigan (UM) faculty
on April 3", Proposals were due May 1% Eight pro-
posals were received on a variety of topics including
e pile-dyving, distracted, driving, occupant protection,
drowsy driving, young drivers, and older heawy
vehicle drivers. These proposals will be reviewed by
invited experts outside of the M. Nine other pro-
jects are currently being conducted at UMTRI and
g Tl kfromg previgus Regegreh Excellence Program
awards. Learn more at http://www.atlas-center.org/

research/ Research Excellence Progra
" Ca fircw:aPrngrt? ornea-ptade Y)rFef, and web briefing video
| fort (‘)Ptr.edli ct.ing Driver Dist
[ d?:c(?usic?n Task Times: Igs[imation of Task Element
Ti mes and Distributiond are
gy Transfer & Research sections of our website. The
; hp(raojsect investigat dehgw long it takes drivers to per-
form tasks on modern navigation, entertainment, &
driver-information systems. Learn more at www.atlas

center.org/technology-transfer/.

Researcher
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Educational News

Garrett Ackney biomedical engi-  George Gillettés a civil engi-
neering major at UM, is working neering student at TAMU. This
with TTI Associate Research Sci- summer, George is working
entist Chiara Silvestri Dobrovolny  with TTI Senior Research En-
on a project that aims to prevent  gineer Kay Fitzpatrick on a
crashes between emergency and study addressing distracted pedes-
civilian vehicles. trians.

Lolivone de la Roskedn,environ-  Marielle Saunderss a history ma-
mental engineering student at Pol- jor and sustainability minor at U-
ytechnic University of Puerto Ri- M. This summer, Marielle is

co, is working with TTI Senior wor king with two/
Research Engineer/Program Associate Research Engineer Joan
Manager Jerry Ullman to deter Hudson and TAMU Associate Professor

mine the safety benefits of work Chanam Lee. Marielle will research pedestrian
zone queue warning systems such and bicycle safety with Joan, and will investigate
as rumble strips, smart work zone the relationships between health, safety, the built

and intelligent transportation environment, and active living with Chanam.
systems.
Zach Snydelis a mechanical
Marci Early, civil engineering engineering student at tLM.
major at the University of Zach is working with TTI Pro-

Arkansas, Fayetteville, is work- ~ gram Manager/Senior Re-
ing with TTI Program Manager search Scientist Michael
and Research Engineer Karen Manser on an older driver sup-
Dixon on the driver perceptions  port system to assist the growing population of
of right-of-way at two-way stop those 65 and older
controlled intersections.
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